June 21, 2023

Subject: Protection and Stewardship of the 31-acre Waikahekahe (HPP) Cultural
Site, and Allocating Funds to fulfill the work Outlined in the HPP and
County of Hawai‘i Community Plans.

To: HPP Board and Membership
From: Kepa & Onaona Maly
Good evening members of the Board and Community members:

We encourage that the HPP Board act in good faith to fulfill commitments made to protect,
honor and respect the remains of traditional Hawaiian cultural sites which have been the topic of
HPP and County of Hawai‘i communications, planning documents and discussions since 1985.
Among the documents which address long-term preservation, informed (educated) access, and
care for these sites are the:

April 18, 1997

County Council Communication

A. L. Smith, Vice Chair Hawaii County Council, to
J. Y. Arakaki, Chair Hawaii County Council

[Reference to 31 acre Archaeological Site:]

6. The archaeological site described earlier provides study opportunities for an education
institutional and its development into a ethno-botanical park

October 20, 2015

County of Hawai‘i State of Hawai‘i

Resolution No. 284 15

A resolution Adopting the 2015 Hawaiian Paradise Park Community Master Plan...

“‘Archaeology/Cultural Resources: To investigate and protect historical sites.” (2015:3)

“‘Archaeological Resources: Within the subdivision exist some archeological sites
attributed to an ancient Hawaiian settlement. A report was produced by Archaeologist Paul
H. Rosendahl in 1985. Further investigation has been requested by the State Historic

Preservation' s Sean Naleimaile, Hawai'i-Assistant Archaeologist, who can be reached at(

808) 933- 7651 or at Sean. P. NaleimailekHawaii.gov. Due to the fact that laws pertaining to

historical property have changed over the past ten years it is possible a new assessment
may be necessary for HPP. (See Appendix D)...” (2015:6)

Note: Appendix D begins on pdf page 87 and continues through pdf page 89, presenting a copy
of the June 9, 1985 Memo Report of a site visit conducted on April 21, 1985, resulting in the
identification of multiple contributing archaeological features within the 31 acre preservation site
discussed above on pages 3 & 6. (Copy of June 9, 1985 Memo Report Attached.)

In 2022, we volunteered to prepare an ethnohistorical study that provides important details on
the traditions and history of lands within HPP (also their relationship to other neighboring lands),

o
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and specifically addressed traditional Hawaiian cultural features that exist within the 31-acre
Waikahekahe parcel made up of TMK 1-5-23:74, 1-ac.; -75, 1 ac -117 1-ac.; -126 18-ac.; 147,
9 ac,; and & 184, 1-ac. That study may be accessed at hitns Kumupono. comiwp-
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At the May 2023 board meeting all but one board member—being Jim Marquez of
California— voted in favor of setting aside funding to conduct professional archaeological field
work as a means of learning about and understanding the nature of this unique and threatened
cultural site. The best proposal came in from Nohopapa Hawai‘i, dated May 17, 2023.

It is critical to the integrity of HPP and the duty of care that the board and membership have
for this wahi pana (storied and sacred place) in Waikahekahe, that funding be made available
and that the archaeological work be undertaken, so that we can best plan long-term protection
and stewardship of the biocultural landscape.

We are opposed to develop and any use of the 31 acre Preservation parcels for other purposes
than those which will malama (protect/care for) the cultural sites and foster appreciation of
Hawai'i’s indigenous culture and history.

Let the golf course, water wonder-lands and other unnecessary features remain on the
continent, and keep them out of HPP and Puna. Don'’t disrupt our way of life. Keep Hawai'i,
Hawai'i!

Humbly,

Kepa & Qnaona Maly
Cultural Ethnographers
XX XKL XXX XX XX
808 657 4141 (ofc }
808 563. 0787 (cell) _ e
ke Jrnupono.corm / o mn«u (UMLpLH0.com

HC 2 Box 6958
Kea'au, HI 96749

“O ka pono ka hanaia ina ia he mea e haule mai ai na Lani.”

“One must do what is right, even were it to cause the Heavens to fall.”
Samuel Kauhanehonokawailani Mahoe

Nupepa Kuckoa, Okatoba 9, 1914:3

(Ko Onacna Kupuna kualua ma ka ‘aoao makuahine)

\f!dlt w kumupono.com and the Hawaiian Digital Library (HDL) at wwa LOrg
to vie m’actsr* articles and cultural studies prepared by Kurmu Pono /\woc es LLC;
and anaichc.org for museum and cultural literacy-place based education work

Attachment: June 9, 1985 Archaeological Site Visit Memo Report (Rosendahl to Shappell)
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